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Key Points of Discussion 

The following points are discussed:  

1. Increased deliberate targeting of non-white populations appears to continue, as exemplified by 

Tobias Rathjen, who opened fire at two hookah bars killing 10 people of non-German descent in 

Hanau, Germany on February 19th, 2020 (Ankel, 2020). 

2. This incident demonstrates the threat of net-centric extremist movements, as Rathjen was 

arguably able to self-radicalize through accessing right-wing extremist content online and re-

posting far-right conspiracy theories (CNN, 2020). 

3. The Hanau shooting could inspire other far-right attacks, representing a growing trend in far-

right, anti-immigrant, nationalist values around the world. 

Evidence  

Rathjen targeted non-German individuals at two Turkish-owned Hookah bars that were frequented by 

various ethnicities listed in his manifesto, which he believed must be completely eliminated (Oltermann, 

Harding, & McKernan, 2020; Rathjen, 2020, p.7-14). The listed ethnic groups were: Moroccans, 

Algerians, Tunesians, Lybians, Egyptians, Israelis, Syrians, Jordanians, Lebonese, all of the peoples of the 

Arabian Peninsula, the Turks, Iraqis, Iranians, Kazaks, the Turkmen, Uzbeks, Indians, Pakistanis, Afghans, 

Bangladeshis, Vietnamese, the people of Laos Cambodia and the Philippines, and non-pureblood 

Germans (Rathjen, 2020, p. 6).  

Rathjen arguably self-radicalized through a combination of consuming online content, personal 

experiences, hearing friends’ experiences, and reading newspaper articles (Rathjen, 2020). It was 

Rathjen’s personal experience with immigrant groups and his following of newspapers which convinced 

him that they are more likely to commit crimes and assault Germans (Rathjen, 2020, p. 5). Rathjen’s 

manifesto conveys several elements of right-wing extremism including white nationalism, anti-

immigration, incel and far-right conspiracy theories. In his manifesto, he expressed incel rhetoric such as 

“finding the best woman or none at all;” also expressed is a desire for an “advanced society without 

non-pureblood Germans and non-Germanic cultures,” therefore displaying his acceptance of right-wing 

extremist values (Rathjen, 2020, p. 7-14). News of Rathjen’s attacks, his letters and videos were found 

on far-right extremist platforms and shared following his death, which may inspire more attacks. 

(Caniglia et al. 2020). 

Hanau Shooting 

February 19th, 2020 

Disclaimer: This flashcard contains summaries of open sources and does not 

represent the views of the Canadian Association for Security and Intelligence 
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Five months before the Hanau shooting, an armed attacker made a failed attempt to enter a synagogue 

on Yom Kippur, managing to kill 2 pedestrians; Rathjen may have been inspired by these types of attacks 

as previous far-right attacks were inspired by other cases of far-right violence. (Ewing & Eddy, 2020). 

Brenton Tarrant’s attack in Christchurch, New Zealand (March 15th, 2019) arguably influenced the 

perpetrators of the El Paso shooting (on August 3rd, 2019) and the Norway Mosque shooting (on August 

10th, 2019). The El Paso shooter stated in his manifesto that he supports “the Christchurch shooter and 

his manifesto” (Crusius, 2019); and figure 1 shows that the Norway Mosque shooter posted that he was 

“chosen” by “saint tarrant”(see appendix) on an EndChan forum (TheJournal.ie, 2019).  

Background 

After killing 9 and wounding at least 5, Rathjen drove home and killed his 72-year-old mother and then 

shot himself; his father escaped the attack at home (Ankel, 2020; Oltermann, Harding, & McKernan, 

2020). The two locations (Midnight Bar and Arena Bar & Cafe) chosen by Rathjen were within a 15 

minute driving distance of his home, providing him the opportunity to arrive home promptly and 

commit a murder-suicide before police forces apprehanded him (Oltermann, Harding, & McKernan, 

2020). 

Rathjen’s perceived identity may have been threatened by the high Muslim population in Germany, 

therefore possibly motivating him to act kinetically to protect his identity (Pew Research Centre, 2017). 

Rathjen’s grievances were likely based on emotion and ideology rather than evidence provided by the 

2019 German Federal Report on Crime; the report states crimes by immigrants against Germans in 

recent years have been steadily decreasing (BKA, 2018). 

Addendum 

According to Kelshall and Dittmar (2018), VTSMs “might be defined as transcending the boundaries of 

single states, united many subjective perspectives into one social and social media driven moment, to 

address culturally specific issues” (p. 27). VTSMs have a matrix structure, predominantly use soft 

violence, and function in a polycentric, reticulate and segmentary manner. For further information on 

VTSM theory and soft violence, please see vtsm.org and Violent Transnational Social Movements by 

Kelshall (2018) in the reference page.  
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Appendix  

 

Source (Heavy, 2019). 

Figure 1 

Philip Manshaus’ post on the Endchat forum before committing the attack.  
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